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Conversation with a stranger
We took the opportunity to talk to the Estonian girl Joanna Salm. She is 18 years old and goes to high school in Estonia. This is our conversation:
Nicolas Carême:
Hey! Me and my friend Leen Meynen are from comenius in Belgium. We had to contact someone and we have chosen you. We got a task to talk to you about your country, habitats, life, and much more. We are very enthousiast to have good talks with you and we can't wait for it. I hope you will agree this project. See you later,
Nicolas Carême and Leen Meynen
Belgium Comenius

Joanna Salm:
Hey ! Thats very cool that you guys chose me, sweet. You can ask me everything about my country and I try to answer you 
Best wishes, Joanna
Nicolas Carême:
Hello here I am again, I know that you are at school now but is it good if I ask some questions now so you can answer them this afternoon? I propose to talk first about your school? When do you have school? When are the holidays? What do you study? etc.
Joanna Salm:
Sorry I was so busy these days, I can answer you now , but what do you mean when do I have school? You mean what time? We have four holidays - in the summer(June, July, August), in winter(two weeks, at the end of December to beginning of January), in spring(one week in March) and in autumn (one week in October) And what we study, you mean what subjects we have? History, Estonian, Russian, English, Math, History of art, chemistry, physics, physical training, biology, geography, music, drama and theater(optional), national defense(optional), car tutorial(optional), dancing(optional), Literature, computer teaching
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nicolas Carême:
That looks great! They are interesting subjects aren't they? We have almost the same holidays but there are some exceptions. We have 2 months in summer (July and August) and 2 weeks in April. As subjects we have: Math, Dutch, German, French, English, History, Latin, Physics, Chemistry, Economy, Biology, Geography, History of arts, Physical Training, Religion and best of all....... Comenius!
Leen Meynen:
We have a few more questions for you if you're willing to answer them 
Are there any traditions in your country?
What is your favourite food ?
Are there any film producers from your country?
Joanna:
Of course I can answer, let me see

Nicolas: 
Thanks, take your time!

Joanna:
Are there any traditions in your country? Yes, we have got our singing festival every four years (it's going to be this summer) where choirs and orchestras are chosen to perform . For example , look at these photos: https://www.google.ee/search?q=laulupidu&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=AEh-U-_JIuOH4gT064DACQ&sqi=2&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAQ&biw=1366&bih=667#facrc=_&imgdii=_&imgrc=0pLvxPdqzu0F0M%253A%3BiWt1gvmODYcJ4M%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252F3.bp.blogspot.com%252F-7ET7jIZhFr4%252FTiFuou1ZCbI%252FAAAAAAAAIUM%252F2a9wqI2Y-vA%252Fs1600%252Flaulupidu-joepera-7jj0046.jpg%3Bhttp%253A%252F%252Fnatalinieminen222.blogspot.com%252F2011%252F07%252Flaulupidu.html%3B1024%3B457

Nicolas: 
Wow it looks great! 

Joanna:
People come to see and listen these singers, it’s a big concert.
what is your favourite food ? My favourite food is PASTA 

Leen:
Haha! Mine too 

Nicolas:
Haha mine lasagne. Haha but ok I understand 

Joanna: 
I like lasagne too , very much 
Are there any film producers from your country? I just finished my research paper on Estonian film on 21st century and I asked my school students about producers too , one of the famous producers  is Ilmar Raag who has made the film "The class" http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo_LYkn88o8&hd=1 (trailer) and it has got many nominations and awards.

Nicolas:
Don't know that film! It looks interesting

Leen: 
Indeed, very cool
Have you seen the movie ?

Joanna: 
Yes many many times!
It's good, even though it is quite dramatic...

Nicolas:
What kind of film is it?


Joanna:
Hmm , what do you mean exactly??

Nicolas:
Adventure, drama, romantic,…

Joanna:
Absolutely drama!

Nicolas:
Hahaha nothing for me then  hahaha

Joanna:
you don't like ??

Nicolas:
I like more adventure, thriller of something like that hahaha

Leen:
I don't! I like drama and romantic and comedy. It's more a girl thing I think 

Nicolas:
Yes indeed

Joanna:
Yes you're right 


In the beginning of the conversation we talked quite formal. But after using some icebreakers to start a conversation, we started talking more informal. She had some useful information for us, our school system is quite similar. We have almost the same vacations and subjects, with a few exceptions. She told us about the singing festival in her country. When looking at the photos it reminds us of Laundry day or Tomorrowland or the other festivals in Belgium. We think it’s interesting how few the differences are between 2 completely different countries. Joanna is a normal teenage girl just like some of us. She likes almost the same things, e.g. movies or food. And yet, she is so far away. 
